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508 N. Chicago Road  •  Thornton, IL 60476 

Voice & Fax: 708-877-6564 
Church Mobile: 312-533-1896 

office@splcms.org 
www.splcms.org 

www.facebook.com/splcms 

DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting 1 – Page 151 

Lutheran Service Book 

The Firstborn Son of God Is Our Redemption from Sin and Death 

When the Lord destroyed the firstborn sons of Egypt, He spared the sons 

of Israel by providing a lamb in their stead. Hence, all the firstborn sons 

belong to Him. Every firstborn male animal was sacrificed, and every 

firstborn son of man was redeemed (Ex. 13:12–13). Therefore, the 

parents of Jesus “brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord” 

(Luke 2:22). However, He is not redeemed from priestly service but is 

consecrated for “the redemption of Jerusalem” and “the consolation of 

Israel” (Luke 2:25, 38). For God the Father did not spare His only 

begotten Son, but offered Him up as the true Passover Lamb, in order to 

redeem His people from bondage. His cross has caused many to stumble 

and fall, but His blood atoned for the sins of the world and delivers us 

from death. We now depart in the peace of Christ because we are also 

raised with Him. As we receive His body and blood, we join Simeon and 

Anna in “giving thanks to God the Father through him,” “singing psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs,” including the Nunc Dimittis, with 

thankfulness in our hearts (Luke 2:28–32, 38; Col. 3:15–17). 

Ringing of the Bells 

 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
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367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 

P The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 

C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

P The LORD has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the 

house of Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

C break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 

C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

Kyrie 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and 

in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our 

human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 

Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 

A The Old Testament Reading for The First Sunday after Christmas is 

from the thirteenth chapter of Exodus the Second Book of Moses.  
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 1The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. 

Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, 

both of man and of beast, is mine.” 

 3Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you 

came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand 

the LORD brought you out from this place. . . . 

 11“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he 

swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set 

apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your 

animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey 

you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall 

break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall 

redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does 

this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us 

out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly 

refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I 

sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the 

firstborn of my sons I redeem.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Colossians 3:12–17 

A The Second Reading is from the third chapter of the Epistle of St. 

Paul to the Colossians. 

  

 12Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another 

and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these 

put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And 

let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 

called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 

your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
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everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

  

 
  

 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of 

Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 

who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to 

offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair 

of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 

upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he 

came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 

child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took 

him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
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30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 

him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, 

this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 

sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 

husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow 

until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 

worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at 

that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 

all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of 

the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 

favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  who was 
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conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings 

 

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it 
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate. 

 

Stand 

 

Offertory 159 
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Prayer of the Church 159 

P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery 

of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 

Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 

know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
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and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy 

on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into 

our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 

receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 

sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 

O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from 

the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 

Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
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Sit 

 

Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood 

 

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come 
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is 
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you 
desire this blessing. 

 

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious 
invitation, I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in 
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, I 
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with 
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ, 
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.  

 

370 What Child Is This 

 

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

Stand 

 

The Communion Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

387 Joy to the World 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Announcements 

 

Acknowledgments 
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Prayer of the church is adapted from “Let us Pray” a service of the 

Commission on Worship of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.    
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December 29, 2024 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY 
David Sinise, and Family Chance, Zachary 

Brian Smith, and Family Ethan 

Bill Sommer 

Shannon Speese 

Becci Steele 

BIRTHDAYS 
Chris Baker, 12/30 

Shawn Conway, 12/31 

Tracy Middleton, 1/2 

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES 
Jayden Wisely, 12/30 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
Bob & Deb Brandy, 12/31 

SPECIAL CONCERNS 
Pray for Norma Allen, Janice Abel, Sondra Budde, Jay Carey, 

Pastor and Pam Collins, Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman, 

Shirley Emerick, Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr., Doris Leifert, 

Chester Orendorff, Violet Rich, Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren Van Mynen, 

Gene Wiltjer, Ray Zander.  

Serving in the Military – Austin Brandy, James Fluechtling, 

Dakoda Gaut and Nathan Lopez. 

Serving as First Responders – David Allen, Dave Bloom, 

Nathan Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth, 

Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander. 
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NEWS UPDATE 
 

 

St. Paul Book Club will meet Tuesday January 8th at 

10:00 am, to review The Medicine Woman of Galveston 

by Amanda Skenandore. We always welcome new 

members. We enjoy fellowship and lunch following the 

discussion. 
 

Christ For You the week of December 29th  on KFUO.org: Celebrate 

the season of Christmas with sacred music and songs during the 12 Days 

of Christmas, December 24th-January 6th. Regular programming will 

resume on January 7th. 
 

The Week of December 29th Study God’s Word In 2025… Here’s a 

simple way to study God’s Word.  The Word of the Lord Endures 

Forever is a daily, 15-minute, verse-by-verse Bible study produced by 

Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon.  Pastor 

Weedon is currently leading a study on the Book of Psalms.  You can 

listen at thewordendures.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple 

HomePod, TuneIn, the LPR mobile app or a podcast provider.  You can 

also listen by phone at 1 (618) 262-0078. 
 

Word of Hope offers free and confidential counseling to women and men 

struggling with an abortion experience. If you would like more 

information on how Word of Hope can help you or someone you love, 

visit our website at www.word-of-hope.org. You can be healed. 
 

We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday 

at 9:30 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live 

at www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also 

available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download 

on our website at www.splcms.org/worship. 
 

We long to hear those words from the master, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant! Come! Share your master’s happiness!’ Someday you 

will hear them as He welcomes you into eternal dwellings. But for now, 

there is much to do for Jesus. So, as you go to live for Him, let those 

words echo in your mind and spur you on to be faithful and fruitful 

servants in His kingdom.”  Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life 

• lutheransforlife.org 
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS 

December 18th Attendance 11 

December 22nd Attendance 44. 24 Communed, 8 Online 
 

Envelopes $1,278.00  Weekly Missions $40.00 

Basket 257.00  Luth. Church Charity 55.00 

Advent 91.00  Church Maint 13.00 

Fellowship 29.00  Social Ministry  85.00 

General Fund 150.00    

Budgeted Total 1,805.00  Non-budgeted Total $193.00 

Offering Needed  1,362.00    

 $443.00    
 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 

Today 9:30 am 
10:30 am 

Worship Service 
Coffee &… 

Monday   
Tuesday   
Wednesday   
Thursday   
Friday   
Saturday   
Sunday 9:30 am 

10:30 am 
Worship Service 
Coffee &… 

SERVANT SCHEDULE 
 Sun, Dec 29, 9:30 AM Sun, Jan 5, 9:30 AM 

Pastor Rev. Mark Zuehsow Rev. Mark Zuehsow 

Usher  Louis Sella 

Lay Reader Norma Allen  
 

 
 


