The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
February 23, A+D 2025
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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting 4 — Page 203
Lutheran Service Book
As the Son of God Is Merciful and Forgives Your Sins, You Also Be
Merciful and Forgive

Your inheritance as a child of Adam is sin and death, but in Christ you are
made alive through His resurrection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:21-22). As
you have died with Him in Holy Baptism, so are you raised with Him to
newness of life. Therefore, “do not go on sinning” (1 Cor. 15:34). Instead
of serving your desires and harming your neighbors, live as “sons of the
Most High,” and “be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:35-
36). Deal with others as you would have others deal with you (Luke 6:31,
37-38). As Christ loved you when you were at enmity with Him, as He
blessed and prayed for those who abused Him, and as He did good to
those who hated Him and hurt Him, so also “love your enemies, do good”
(Luke 6:27-29, 35). For God sent His Son to bear the cross and suffer
death, not to condemn the guilty, but “to preserve life.” So does He
provide a place for you within His Church, where He is near and deals
kindly with “you and your children and your children’s children” (Gen.
45:5-10).

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution
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697 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.
Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation LSB 203

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 37:1-5; antiphon: vv. 7a, b
(P} Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;
fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way.
(P] Fret not yourself because of evildoers;
be not envious of wrongdoers!
(P] For they will soon fade like the grass
and wither like the green herb.
P} Trustin the LORD, and do good;
dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
P} Delight yourself in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
) Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;
fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way.

®

Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0) Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully
grant that by Your power we may be defended against all
adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3-15

The Old Testament Reading for The Seventh Sunday after the
Epiphany is from the forty-fifth chapter of Genesis the First Book of
Moses.

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?”
But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his
presence.

4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they
came near. And he said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into
Egypt. >And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because
you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the
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famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep
alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but
God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. *Hurry and go up to my father and say
to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt.
Come down to me; do not tarry. ®You shall dwell in the land of Goshen,
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s
children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. "'"There | will
provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that
you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to
poverty.’ ?And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. '*You must tell my
father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and
bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's
neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. >And he kissed all
his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with
him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30—42
The Second Reading is from the fifteenth chapter of the First
Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians.

21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. 2For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall
all be made alive. 2But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then
at his coming those who belong to Christ. >Then comes the end, when
he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule
and every authority and power. 2°For he must reign until he has put all
his enemies under his feet. *The last enemy to be destroyed is death. .

30Why am | in danger every hour? 37| protest, brothers, by my pride in
you, which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, | die every day! 3What do |
gain if, humanly speaking, | fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead
are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be
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deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” **Wake up from your
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no
knowledge of God. | say this to your shame.

$But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of
body do they come?” 36You foolish person! What you sow does not
come to life unless it dies. 3’ And what you sow is not the body that is to
be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 3¥But
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own
body. *¥For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans,
another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. “°There are
heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of
one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. 'There is one glory
of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for star differs from star in glory.

42S0 is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is
perishable; what is raised is imperishable.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 205
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Verse LSB 205
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Holy Gospel Luke 6:27-38

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2"[Jesus said:] “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, #bless those who curse you, pray for
those who abuse you. *To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the
other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold
your tunic either. 3°Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one
who takes away your goods do not demand them back. 3'And as you
wish that others would do to you, do so to them.

32"If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them. 3*And if you do good to those
who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do
the same. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the
same amount. 3°But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will
be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.
35Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

37"Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will
not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 3#give, and it will
be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it
will be measured back to you.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of



8

his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
Sermon

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate.

Stand

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
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Ho - ly One, Give thanks be-cause He’s giv-en__ Je - sus
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Give thanks, give  thanks.
Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510
Prayer of the Church 159
®] ...Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Stand
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Preface LSB 208
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® >

()

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;



Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in
the incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the
fullness of Your glory in human flesh.

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your
glory to us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood

so that we may one day behold Your glory face to face.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My +}+ blood, which is shed for you
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for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you
desire this blessing.

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious
invitation, | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for
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You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, |
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. | may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ,
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

727 On Eagles’ Wings
619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior
Stand

The Dismissal
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart "1+ in

peace.
Amen.
Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
Silent Prayer

Announcements
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The Glad Spirit
@) St Paul Ev. Lutheran Church

February 23, 2025
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY
Sharon Brazil

Scott & Sherrie Bruce
Sondra Budde

Christopher Budde

David & Karolyn Capodagli

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES
Laura Schassburger, 2/23

Hope Krieger, 2/24

Travis Middleton, 2/25

SPECIAL CONCERNS

Pray for Norma Allen, Janice Abel, Sondra Budde, Jay Carey,

Pastor and Pam Collins, Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman,

Shirley Emerick, Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr., Doris Leifert,
Chester Orendorff, Violet Rich, Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren Van Mynen,
Gene Wiltjer, Ray Zander.

Serving in the Military — Austin Brandy, James Fluechtling,
Dakoda Gaut and Nathan Lopez.

Serving as First Responders — David Allen, Dave Bloom,
Nathan Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth,
Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander.

Hospitalized this past week — Sandy Budde at Palos Community
Hospital, Palos Heights, IL.



NEWS UPDATE

Assistance Needed — Freewill. We’ve recently received a call from a
member of our congregation for some financial assistance. We will be
doing a collection for a few weeks to be able to assist them. If your able
to help thrugh your Sunday Offering please, mark your Envelopes —
Financial Assistance. Also, the Freewill Basket will be available during
Fellowship. Thank- You for your assistance — Church Council

= St. Paul Book Club will meet at date and time to be
% announced, to review The Memory Box by Kathryn
Hughes. We always welcome new members. We enjoy
fellowship and lunch following the discussion.

Christ For You the week of February 237 on KFUO.org: We continue
our study of 1 Samuel on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT) and Job
on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11 a.m. CT). Tune in to the Coffee
Hour (weekdays at 9 a.m. CT) to hear the latest installment in our new
series on Lutherans in Australia! Find your favorite programs on demand
at kfuo.org or on the KFUO Radio app!

Rinlig
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The Week of February 23 Expert Guests, Expansive Topics,
Extolling Christ... Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced
by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor
Todd Wilken. This week’s topics include: Critical Theory; The
Foundation, Focus & Shape of the Christian Life; Communion with
Christ; The Gift of Marriage and more. You can listen at your
convenience at issuesetc.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple
HomePod, Tuneln, the LPR mobile app and a podcast provider.

We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday
at 9:30 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live
at www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also
available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download
on our website at www.splcms.org/worship.

“Handmade by the one true God and designed in His image, we are
inherently valuable, not only for this life but for all of eternity.” Michelle
Bauman, Y4Life — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life e
lutheransforlife.org




27-38

Luke 6
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
_ February 16" Attendance 18, 17 Communed, 19 Online
Envelopes $640.00 Weekly Missions $55.00

Basket 5.00 Luth. Church Charity 10.00
General Fund 250.00 Church Maint 10.00

Social Ministry 150.00
Budgeted Total 895.00 Non-budgeted Total  $225.00
Offering Needed 1,423.00
Short $-528.00

(<. € THIS WEEKAT A GLANCE
= 9:30 am  Worship Service
: i Vi
Today 10:30am  Coffee &...
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday 9:30 am  Worship Service
10:30 am Coffee &...
SERVANT SCHEDULE
Sun, Feb 23, 9:30 AM Sun, Mar 2, 9:30 AM

Pastor Pastor Klein Pastor Klein
Usher Louis Sella

Lay Reader Tracy Middleton

splcims.org



