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September 20, A+D 2026
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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting 4 — Page 203
Lutheran Service Book

Disciples Live in Their Vocations by Grace through Faith in Christ

Those who are sent as “laborers for his vineyard” (Matt. 20:1) depict the
wide diversity of vocations to which the disciples of Christ Jesus are
called. Whatever our particular stations in life may be, we are called to
live and serve by faith in His promises. Our labors do not merit anything
before Him, for He is already generous to one and all without partiality. In
mercy, He has chosen to bear “the burden of the day and the scorching
heat” on our behalf, to make us equal to Himself and to give us what
belongs to Him, that is, the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 20:12-15). This
way of the Lord is foolishness to the world and foreign to our thoughts,
but He draws near, so that “he may be found” (Is. 55:6), “have
compassion” and “abundantly pardon” (Is. 55:7). So it is that we are found
in Christ Jesus, and He is honored in our bodies, “whether by life or by
death” (Phil. 1:20), by “fruitful labor” (Phil. 1:22) or by suffering. It is by
faith in His forgiveness that our works are “worthy of the gospel” (Phil.
1:27).

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

905 Come, Thou Almighty King



Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.
Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation LSB 203

(] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

(P} Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand
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Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 116:12-13, 15-16; antiphon: v. 17
P | will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call on the name of the LORD.
(P What shall | render to the LORD
for all his benefits to me?
®) I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
(P} Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his saints.
(P} O Lorp, | am your servant;
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have

loosed my bonds.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving

and call on the name of the Lorbp.

®

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

Good-will fromGod in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You
relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding
grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6-9

The Old Testament Reading for The Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost is from the fifty-fifth chapter of the Prophecy of Isaiah.

®2Seek the LORD while he may be found;

call upon him while he is near;

"let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

®For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
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neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
°For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30
The Second Reading is from the first chapter of the Epistle of St.
Paul to the Philippians.

"l want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has
really served to advance the gospel, "*so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my
imprisonment is for Christ. "*And most of the brothers, having become
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to
speak the word without fear. . . .

"for | know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager
expectation and hope that | will not be at all ashamed, but that with full
courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by
life or by death. *'For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. “If | am
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which | shall
choose | cannot tell. *’| am hard pressed between the two. My desire is
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. **But to remain in the
flesh is more necessary on your account. >’Convinced of this, | know
that | will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in
the faith, *°so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ
Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

*’Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that whether | come and see you or am absent, | may hear of you that
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side
for the faith of the gospel, ®and not frightened in anything by your
opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your
salvation, and that from God. “*For it has been granted to you that for
the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for
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his sake, *®engaged in the same conflict that you saw | had and now
hear that | still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. *After
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. *And going out about the third hour he saw others standing
idle in the marketplace, *and to them he said, 'You go into the vineyard
too, and whatever is right | will give you.’ °So they went. Going out
again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. ®And
about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And
he said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?’ "They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, 'You go into the
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vineyard too. °And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said
to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning
with the last, up to the first. ?’And when those hired about the eleventh
hour came, each of them received a denarius. "Now when those hired
first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them
also received a denarius. ''And on receiving it they grumbled at the
master of the house, *saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.’ *But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, |
am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?
"“Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this last worker
as | give to you. "Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ '°So the last will
be first, and the first last.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed 159

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Sit
554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful
Sermon

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings



Stand

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
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Give thanks, give  thanks.

Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510



Prayer of the Church Ektene Form

(P) In peace, let us pray to the Lord:

(P] For wisdom from the Word of God, that we may lead fruitful lives
in the midst of a foolish world, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} That we would learn to become like our divine Master, who puts
the last first, pardons sinners and works death into great gain for
His servants, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For all who serve in the Lord’s kingdom, that we would be ever
mindful that it is only by grace we are privileged to serve in it, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} That Christ would be honored in our bodies, whether by life as we
serve Him without fear, or by departing this life to be with Him,
which is far better, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For this nation, that the Lord would bless all people in their callings
and in service to their neighbors; and for all authorities, that they
would serve on behalf of the defenseless, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For those who are sick, depressed, lonely, ignored, shut in or in
hospice care, [especially ,] that God would keep them
in the certainty that to live is Christ and to die is gain, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P} For all who commune this day, that they may receive our Savior's
body and blood in faith for the forgiveness of their sins, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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(P] For pastors who serve us these sacred mysteries, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) For those still being instructed, that they may be nourished in hope
and come soon to the Lord's table, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
Stand
Preface LSB 208

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
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heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all
their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His
body and blood.
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

Distribution of Christ’'s Body and Blood

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you
desire this blessing.

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious
invitation, | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, |
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. | may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ,
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
712 Seek Ye First
Stand
The Dismissal
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I- in

peace.
Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1+ give you peace.
Amen.

738 Lord of All Hopefulness
Silent Prayer

Announcements

Acknowledgments
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Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing
House.

Prayer of the church is adapted from “Let us Pray” a service of the
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The Glad Spirit
@) St Paul Ev. Lutheran Church

September 20, 2026
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY
Dave Bloom

Dean Bloom

Sandy Bodza

Austin Brandy

Bob & Deb Brandy

BIRTHDAYS

Dana Krieger, 9/25
Louis Sella, 9/25

Alec Schassburger, 9/26

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES
Jean Wiltjer, 9/22
Melanie Hudson, 9/26

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Brian & Gloria Wiltjer, 9/23

SPECIAL CONCERNS

Pray for Diane Andrasco, Sandy Bodza, Sondra Budde, Pastor Collins,

Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman, Shirley Emerick, Pastor Fluechtling,
Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr., Marge Loitz, Beverly Oaks,

Chester Orendorff, Violet Rich, Pastor Simon, Bill Sommer,

Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren & Chris Van Mynen, Jean and Gene Wiltjer,

Ray Zander.

Serving in the Military — Austin Brandy, Dakoda Gaut and
Nathan Lopez.

Serving as First Responders — David Allen, Dave Bloom,
Harrison & Arianna Cromey, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson,
Brian Orth, Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander.




NEWS UPDATE

Let’s Get Moving! Want a fun way to get healthier alongside your
brothers and sisters in Christ? Then join the Let’s Get Moving Challenge
organized by the LCMS Northern Illinois District! The 4week challenge
is simple: move your body for 10 minutes a day, 5 days a week. If it gets
you moving, it counts! No gym required, no special equipment — just
move! Anyone in the Northern Illinois District can participate; all ages
and abilities are welcome. Each week, submit an online
check-in form to be entered for weekly prizes, courtesy of
the District. The challenge runs from August 31 —
September 27. Learn more details, get ideas on ways to
move, and access the weekly check-in form, QR Code on
right or at the Challenge webpage:
https://mwww.nidlcms.org/lets-get-moving-challenge/

% St. Paul Book Club

Will meet on Tuesday October 13" at 10:00 am, to review Counting
Miracles by Nicholas Sparks. We always welcome new members. We

enjoy fellowship and lunch following the discussion.

7 |
G ) InThe Zoom Room
Monday — Friday Devotions
Portals of Prayer 8:00am to 8:15am , .
Lutheran Hour 8:00pm to 8:15pm Let’s Discuss
For the Link: I

Call or Text Church Cell: 312-533-1896
Email: letsdiscuss@splcms.org

Saturday Bible Study

8:00 am — 9:00am Women of the Bible
Contact Co-Hosts for more info:

Casey: cjstone93@comcast.net

Deb: deb@splcms.org _

E:E Christ for You on KFUO.org the Week of September 20"
] We’re continuing our study of Matthew on Sharper Iron
E%ddy (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT)! This week, we’ll take a look at
chapters 24, 25, and 26.



Issues, Etc. The Week of September 20" Unanswered Bible —[E1:3][]
Questions ... Issues, Etc. is a podcast and radio talk show
produced by Lutheran Public Radio (Bl

The Workers in the Vineyard

‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they said,
'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of
the work and the heat of the day.' Matthew 20:12 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 20:1-16
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION

. ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS
September 13" Attendance 21,20 Communed, 3 Online

Envelopes $870.00 Weekly Missions $55.00
General Fund 425.00 Luth. Church Charity 10.00
Church Maint 15.00
Social Ministry 105.00
Budgeted Total 1,295.00 Non-budgeted Total ~ $ 185.00
Offering Needed -1,342.00
Short ($ 47.00)
‘% THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
=

Today 9:30 am  Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee &...
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday 9:30 am  Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee &...

SERVANT SCHEDULE
Sun, Sep 20, 9:30 AM Sun, Sep 27, 9:30 AM
Pastor Pastor Klein Pastor Schmidtke
Lay Reader Justin Bruning Tracy Middleton
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