The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
November 16, A+D 2025
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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting 1 — Page 151
Lutheran Service Book

God’s Plan of Redemption Trumps Earthly Destruction and Violence

There are signs of the Lord’s coming all around: the cross that marks His
Church, the violence and death of the sinful world, and the shaking of the
natural order. “There will be great distress upon the earth” (Luke 21:23),
but the faithful know that “the kingdom of God is near” (Luke 21:31).
Therefore, “straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption
is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). Be awake and alert, and heed the words of
Christ, which “will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). For you, “the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2). He sends His
preachers of repentance in the spirit and power of Elijah “before the great
and awesome day of the LORD comes” (Mal. 4:5), in order to “direct your
hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ” (2 Thess.
3:5). Although you are often faithless, “the Lord is faithful,” and by the
preaching of His Word “he will establish you and guard you against the
evil one” (2 Thess. 3:3). Therefore, “do not grow weary in doing good” (2
Thess. 3:13). In the midst of calamity, believe upon the Lord, Jesus Christ.

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine



Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
(P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution 151
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
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Introit Psalm 121:1-2, 5, 7-8; antiphon: Luke 21:33

(P Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
P I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
P} My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
(P} The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.
(P) The LoRrD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
P} The LorD will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P} Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
Kyrie 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

o]
L

J— I [ [ I In|
[ [ [ [ I In|

G

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the

Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis 154

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.
O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly
great and precious promises to those who trust in You. Rule and
govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may live
and abide forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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men.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Malachi 4:1-6
The Old Testament Reading for The Twenty-third Sunday after
Pentecost is from the fourth chapter of the prophecy of Malachi.

' “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall
set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. *But for you who fear my name, the sun of
righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out
leaping like calves from the stall. >And you shall tread down the wicked,
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for they will be ashes unr the soles of your feet, on the day when | act,
says the LORD of hosts.

*"Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just
decrees that | commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

>Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and
awesome day of the LORD comes. *And he will turn the hearts of fathers
to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come
and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13
The Second Reading is from the third chapter of the Second Epistle
of St. Paul to the Thessalonians

"Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed
ahead and be honored, as happened among you, “and that we may be
delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. *But the Lord
is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.
*And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and
will do the things that we command. *May the Lord direct your hearts
to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.

®Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness
and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 'For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle
when we were with you, ®nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying
for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might
not be a burden to any of you. °It was not because we do not have that
right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. '°For even
when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is
not willing to work, let him not eat. ''For we hear that some among you
walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. “Now such persons
we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work
quietly and to earn their own living.

*As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 21:5-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.

Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

*While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with
noble stones and offerings, [Jesus] said, ®”As for these things that you
see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon
another that will not be thrown down.” ‘And they asked him, “Teacher,
when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things
are about to take place?” ®And he said, “See that you are not led astray.
For many will come in my name, saying, ‘| am he!" and, ‘The time is at
hand!’ Do not go after them. ?’And when you hear of wars and tumults,
do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end
will not be at once.”

"%Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. "'There will be great earthquakes, and in various
places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great
signs from heaven. '°But before all this they will lay their hands on you
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons,
and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s
sake. ®This will be your opportunity to bear witness. "“Settle it therefore
in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for | will
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give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be
able to withstand or contradict. "®You will be delivered up even by
parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they
will put to death. ""You will be hated by all for my name's sake. '°But
not a hair of your head will perish. "°By your endurance you will gain
your lives.

20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that
its desolation has come near. *'Then let those who are in Judea flee to
the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and let not
those who are out in the country enter it, **for these are days of
vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. >Alas for women who are
pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there
will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people.
*They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all
nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

»And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the
earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea
and the waves, “*people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what
is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
?’And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory. ®Now when these things begin to take place,
straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

Sit
508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
Sermon: “"Warily Waiting!"

Stand

Malachi 4:1



Apostles’ Creed 159

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Sit
Gathering of Tithes & Offerings

If you are submitting a prayer request on a prayer card, kindly hand it
directly to the usher. Do not place it into the offering plate.

Stand

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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sown, That we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510

Prayer of the Church 159
P ...Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface 160
(P} The Lord be with you.

And al - so with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

[
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin
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Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to
put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a
holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy
on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You,
O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer 162

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
)
A -  men
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the

sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you
desire this blessing.

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious
invitation, | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, |
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. | may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ,
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized
584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing
Stand

The Communion Dismissal
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I- in
peace.
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Amen.

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Benediction 166

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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men.




15

692 Praise to You and Adoration
Silent Prayer

Announcements

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV®
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing
House.

Prayer of the church is adapted from “Let us Pray” a service of the
Commission on Worship of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY

Lisa Sheridan, Family Bailey, Connor
Bill Sommer

Casey Stonerock

Judy Swazes

BIRTHDAYS
Nicholas Carr, 11/21

SPECIAL CONCERNS

Pray for Janice Abel, Sandy Bodza, Sondra Budde, Pastor Collins,
Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman, Shirley Emerick, Latricia Harris,
Ed Hoeksema Jr., Chester Orendorff, Violet Rich, Bill Sommer,

Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren & Chris Van Mynen, Jean and Gene Wiltjer,
Ray and Madelaine Zander.

Serving in the Military — Austin Brandy, Jessica Calderon-Phillips,
Dakoda Gaut and Nathan Lopez.

Serving as First Responders — David Allen, Dave Bloom,
Nathan Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth,
Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander.




NEWS UPDATE

Contact the office to share a personal testimonial about what God has
done for you. Or original art that is inspirational or humorous to the artist.

St. Paul Book Club will meet on Wednesday December

10™ at 10:00 am, to review Shepherds Abiding by Jan

PO Karon. We always welcome new members. We enjoy
fellowship and lunch following the discussion.

Christ For You the week of November 16" on KFUO.org: This week
begins a new series on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT)! "Songs of
Thankfulness and Praise" will take listeners through a study of some of
the hymns of thanksgiving in Lutheran Service Book. Tune in to Thy
Strong Word (weekdays at 11 a.m. CT) as we continue our series on the
Gospel of Matthew! This week's study will cover chapters 22-25. Don't
forget to tune in to Concord Matters this Saturday (11/22 at 10 a.m. CT).
We'll be starting a discussion of the Lord's Prayer as found in the Large
Catechism. Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or in the
KFUO Radio app!

The Week of November 16™ Your Lifeline To The Lutheran
Worldview... Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor
Todd Wilken. Recent subjects include: How to Resist the Devil, The
Importance of Family Meals, Critical Theory on the Right, Why Marriage
101 Should Be a Required College Course and more. You can listen on-
demand at issuesetc.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple HomePod,
Tuneln, the LPR mobile app and a podcast provider.

ol

“When life around us is dark and despairing, when troubles are real and
overwhelming, when our hurts outweigh our joys, take a moment to think
about God’s beautiful creation given for us as a ‘good and perfect gift.’
Take a moment to remember that we have another Light in our world—
our Lord Jesus Who is the Creator of all things and is the light of men.”
Barbara Lane Geistfeld, DVM, Lutherans For Life — A Life Quote from
Lutherans For Life ¢ lutheransforlife.org




S10nS 01 [he End of the Age

Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be
afraid; for the LORD JEHOWVAH is my strength and my
song; He also has become my salvation. Isaiah 12:2

The puzzle is based on Luke 21:5-28 (NIV).

OBROTHERSWXXWGR
FPARENTSWIAWARS
PRI SONSTOIGTULTCR
Y AI KEEUTIRPHNTCEB
WIJGNANMRFIEKETSHE
HQHOHOREYMSTXDA
EYTHTITATOXTFLSTIWU
AASZTEIJIEDHIVEDST
RWAYKAGNGQVPDCI
TNHXLNVPETIUWKTITF
EEGWIPBETDNARPU
P FMKTFXDANEARIKTLL
UGIPERLFAMINETEKX
TLTVLEFRTIENDSSS
ZZ 1 OREVOLUTTIONS
HEAR BEAUTIFUL  WARS FAMINE PARENTS
REVOLUTIONS NATION HEAVEN FRIGHTENED TEMPLE
PRISON DISCIPLES  TIME SIGNS FRIENDS
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS

November 9" Attendance 14, 14 Communed, 9 Online

Envelopes $665.00 Weekly Missions $20.00
Luth. Church Charity 10.00
Church Maint 10.00
Social Ministry 75.00

Budgeted Total 665.00 Non-budgeted Total $115.00

Offering Needed 1,423.00

Short $-758.00

s« ¢ THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

Today%\ 9:30 am  Worship Service
10:30 am Coffee &...
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday 9:30 am  Worship Service
10:30 am Coffee &...
4:00 pm Thanksgiving Worship Service
5:00 pm Thanksgiving Dinner

SERVANT SCHEDULE

Sun, Nov 16, 9:30 AM Sun, Nov 23, 9:30 AM
Pastor Pastor Rock Pastor Rock
Lay Reader Deb Brandy

Z0O0OM Room
MONDAY — FRIDAY DEVOTIONS

Portals of Prayer 8:00am to 8:15am
Lutheran Hour 8:00pm to 8:15pm

For the Link:
Call or Text Church Cell: 312-533-1896
Email: letsdiscuss@splcms.org




