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DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting 4 – Page 203 

Lutheran Service Book 

The Cross of Christ Is the Way into the Kingdom of God 

With the cross of Christ, the time has come “to gather all nations and 

tongues” (Is. 66:18). The sign of the cross is set forth in the preaching of 

the Gospel, the declaration of the Lord’s glory “among the nations” (Is. 

66:19). Many “will come from east and west, and from north and south, 

and recline at table in the kingdom of God” (Luke 13:29), but only by the 

narrow way of the cross. Those who refuse to follow Christ crucified will 

ultimately find only “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Luke 13:28), 

whereas Christ’s disciples, called from all the nations, will eat and drink 

with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God. They will come 

into “the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb. 12:22). 

Ringing of the Bells 

 
Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 

 

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 

have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 

His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
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Introit Psalm 117; antiphon: Psalm 96:6a; 115:18 

P Splendor and majesty are before him; 

C we will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. 

Praise the LORD! 

P Praise the LORD, all nations! 

C Extol him, all peoples! 

P For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

C and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the 

LORD! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Splendor and majesty are before him; 

C we will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, You have called us to enter Your kingdom through the 

narrow door. Guide us by Your Word and Spirit, and lead us now 

and always into the feast of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 66:18–23 

A The Old Testament Reading for The Eleventh Sunday after 

Pentecost is from the sixty-sixth chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah. 

  

 
18

“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming 

to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my 

glory, 
19

and I will set a sign among them. And from them I will send 

survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, to 

Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands afar off, that have not heard my 

fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the 

nations. 
20

And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as 

an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in litters and on 

mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the 

LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to 

the house of the LORD. 
21

And some of them also I will take for priests 

and for Levites, says the LORD. 
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22
“For as the new heavens and the new earth 

 that I make 

shall remain before me, says the LORD, 

 so shall your offspring and your name remain. 
23

From new moon to new moon, 

 and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 

all flesh shall come to worship before me, 

declares the LORD.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 12:4–24 

A The Second Reading is from the twelfth chapter of the Epistle to 

the Hebrews. 

  

 
4
In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 

shedding your blood. 
5
And have you forgotten the exhortation that 

addresses you as sons? 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

 nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

 and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

7
It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. 

For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 
8
If you are 

left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are 

illegitimate children and not sons. 
9
Besides this, we have had earthly 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much 

more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 
10

For they disciplined 

us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for 

our good, that we may share his holiness. 
11

For the moment all 

discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 

peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

 
12

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak 

knees, 
13

and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may 

not be put out of joint but rather be healed. 
14

Strive for peace with 

everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 
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15
See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of 

bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become 

defiled; 
16

that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold 

his birthright for a single meal. 
17

For you know that afterward, when he 

desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance 

to repent, though he sought it with tears. 

 
18

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and 

darkness and gloom and a tempest 
19

and the sound of a trumpet and a 

voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be 

spoken to them. 
20

For they could not endure the order that was given, 

“If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 
21

Indeed, so 

terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 
22

But you 

have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
23

and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and 

to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 

perfect, 
24

and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 

sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Luke 13:22–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 
22

[Jesus] went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and 

journeying toward Jerusalem. 
23

And someone said to him, “Lord, will 

those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 
24

“Strive to enter 

through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 

not be able. 
25

When once the master of the house has risen and shut 

the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, 

saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where 

you come from.’ 
26

Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your 

presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 
27

But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do 

not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of 

evil!’ 
28

In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when 

you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 

kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 
29

And people will come 

from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in 

the kingdom of God. 
30

And behold, some are last who will be first, and 

some are first who will be last.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 159 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Sit 
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829 Christ the Eternal Lord 

 

Sermon 

 

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings 

 

Stand 

 

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 
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Text and tune: Henry Smith, 1952 
Text and tune: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001510 

 

Prayer of the Church 159 

P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 

on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in 

Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have 

had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 

Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all 

their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You 

promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 

body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 

for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution of Christ’s Body and Blood 

 

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come 
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is 
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you 
desire this blessing. 

 

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious 
invitation, I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and 
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in 
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, I 
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with 
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. I may by faith obtain and 
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ, 
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

Stand 

 

The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Announcements 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® 

Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing 

House. 

Prayer of the church is adapted from “Let us Pray” a service of the 

Commission on Worship of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.    
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August 24, 2025 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

ST. PAUL’S FAMILY 
Chris & Tracy Gribbin, Family Oliver 

Jenna Hefner 

Edward Jr. & Barbara Hoeksema, Family Blake, Emily 

David Jr. & Kristi Hudson 

Emily Hudson 

BIRTHDAYS 
Steven Michels, 8/29 

Edward Hoeksema Jr., 8/30 

CONFIRMATION ANNIVERSARIES 
Kristen Dunne, 8/28 

SPECIAL CONCERNS 
Pray for Janice Abel, Dave Bloom, Sandy Bodza, Sondra Budde, 

Jay Carey, Pastor and Pam Collins, Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman, 

Shirley Emerick, Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr., Chester Orendorff, 

Violet Rich, Bill Sommer, Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren & 

Chris Van Mynen, Jean and Gene Wiltjer, Ray and Madelaine Zander.  

Serving in the Military – Austin Brandy, Jessica Calderon-Phillips, 

Dakoda Gaut and Nathan Lopez. 

Serving as First Responders – David Allen, Dave Bloom, 

Nathan Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth, 

Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander. 

Receiving Hospice this past week – Jay Carey 

 

 

 



ii 

NEWS UPDATE 
 

 

St. Paul Book Club will meet on Wednesday September 10
th
 

at 10:00 am, to review The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store 

by James McBride. We always welcome new members. We 

enjoy fellowship and lunch following the discussion. 
 

Christ For You the week of August 24
th

 on KFUO.org: On Sharper 

Iron (weekdays at 8 a.m. CT) we're studying the minor prophets! This 

week, we'll continue in Hosea, picking up with chapter 6. Tune in to Thy 

Strong Word (weekdays at 11 a.m. CT) as we continue our series on the 

return of Israel's exiles. This week's study will take us through several 

chapters of Zechariah. Don't forget to tune in to the Coffee Hour 

(weekdays at 9 a.m. CT)! We'll be continuing our newest series: "Portraits 

in American Lutheran Sacred Music." Find your favorite programs on 

demand at kfuo.org or in the KFUO Radio app! 
 

The Week of August 17
th

 The Book Of Numbers Series... Issues, Etc. is 

a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 

Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You can listen 

to a series of interviews with Dr. Reed Lessing, author of the new book 

“Hope in the Wilderness: Practical Insights from the Book of Numbers,” 

at issuesetc.org/bookofnumbers. 
 

We’d love to see you in worship. Our worship services are every Sunday 

at 9:30 AM. If you are unable to attend it can be viewed on Facebook live 

at www.facebook.com/splcms/videos. A previous recording is also 

available. Bulletins for the services are available for viewing or download 

on our website at www.splcms.org/worship. 
 

“We stand together, one in mind and heart, and with one voice, in defense 

of the lives of our unborn children—God’s precious little ones. Yet, what 

we stand for is not only the lives of these precious unborn children but also 

the moms, the dads, the grandmas and grandpas, the young and the old, the 

healthy and the sick and dying. What we stand for is the very value—the 

very gift—of life itself.” Pastor Paul Clark, LFL of Michigan – A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS 

August 17
th
 Attendance 32, 26 Communed 

 

Envelopes $681.00  Weekly Missions $35.00 

Basket 160.00  Church Maint 10.00 

Tax Refud 70.12  Social Ministry  35.00 

Budgeted Total 911.12  Non-budgeted Total $80.00 

Offering Needed  1,423.00    

Short $-511.88    
 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 

Today 
9:30 am 

10:30 am 

Worship Service 

Coffee &… 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wednesday   

Thursday   

Friday   

Saturday   

Sunday 
9:30 am 

10:30 am 

Worship Service 

Coffee &… 

SERVANT SCHEDULE 
 Sun, Aug 24, 9:30 AM Sun, Aug 31, 9:30 AM 
Pastor Rev. Mark Zuehsow Rev. Mark Zuehsow 

Lay Reader  Tracy Middleton 
 

 
 

 

 


