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The Lord Is Rich in His Grace and Mercy

Because God, our Savior, “desires all people to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), He urges “that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people” (1 Tim.
2:1). Christians should so pray “without anger or quarreling,” but “adorn
themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control” (1 Tim.
2:8, 9). For the Lord does not forget “the poor of the land” (Amos 8:4). He
remembers them according to the foolishness of the cross. “For what is
exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15).
Though we try to justify ourselves “before men,” God knows our sinful
hearts and calls us to repentance (Luke 16:15). Though we are “not
strong enough to dig,” and we are “ashamed to beg” (Luke 16:3), He
justifies us by His grace and welcomes us into His “eternal dwellings”
(Luke 16:9). More shrewd than even “the sons of this world” (Luke 16:8),
He requires His stewards of the Gospel to bestow forgiveness freely.

Ringing of the Bells

Welcome

Confession and Absolution

500 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid

Stand



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

Invocation
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 203
] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution LSB 203
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand
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Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 119:137-140, 142; antiphon: v. 144
(P} Your testimonies are righteous forever;
give me understanding that | may live.
(P] Righteous are you, O LORD,
and right are your just decrees.
(P} You have appointed your testimonies in righteousness
and in all faithfulness.
(P} My zeal consumes me,
because my foes forget your words.
P} Your promise is well tried,
and your servant loves it.
(P} Your righteousness is righteous forever,
and your law is true.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Your testimonies are righteous forever;
give me understanding that | may live.
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Kyrie LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0) Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
O Lord, keep Your Church in Your perpetual mercy; and because
without You we cannot but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Amos 8:4-7

The Old Testament Reading for The Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost is from the eighth chapter of the prophecy of Amos.

*Hear this, you who trample on the needy
and bring the poor of the land to an end,
5saying, “When will the new moon be over,
that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale,
that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
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and deal deceitfully with false balances,
Sthat we may buy the poor for silver

and the needy for a pair of sandals

and sell the chaff of the wheat?”

"The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
“Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Timothy 2:1-15
The Second Reading is from the second chapter of the First Epistle
of St. Paul to Timothy.

"First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, *for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and
dignified in every way. *This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of
God our Savior, “who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. >For there is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, *who gave
himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper
time. "For this | was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling
the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

®| desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy
hands without anger or quarreling; °likewise also that women should
adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control,
not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, '®out with what
is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. "Leta
woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 'l do not permit a woman
to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain
quiet. 3For Adam was formed first, then Eve; “and Adam was not
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor.
Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith
and love and holiness, with self-control.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Luke 16:1-15

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting
his possessions. “And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that |
hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can
no longer be manager.’ >And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall |
do, since my master is taking the management away from me? | am not
strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. *I have decided what
to do, so that when | am removed from management, people may
receive me into their houses.’ °So, summoning his master's debtors one
by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ °He
said, ‘A hundred measures of oil." He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit
down quickly and write fifty." “Then he said to another, ‘And how much
do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat." He said to him,
"Take your bill, and write eighty.’ °The master commended the
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dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of
light. ’And | tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the
eternal dwellings.

'%One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 'If then you
have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to
you the true riches? ">And if you have not been faithful in that which is
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? "*No servant can
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and money.”

"“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things,
and they ridiculed him. >And he said to them, “You are those who
justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is
exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed 159

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Sit

730 What Is the World to Me



Sermon: "Living Like Kings" Luke 16:1-15
Gathering of Tithes & Offerings

Stand

806 Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
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Give thanks, give  thanks.



Prayer of the Church 159

(P)

Stand

... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 208

(P)

®
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen
from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

oJ
Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all
their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His
body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
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into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit
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Distribution of Christ’'s Body and Blood

Members of other Christian denominations who are present may come
forward to receive a blessing from the Pastor during the distribution. It is
requested that you cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you
desire this blessing.

Silent Prayer Just Before Communing: Dear Savior, at your gracious
invitation, | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in
faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Silent Prayer Just After Communing: Almighty and everlasting God, |
thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and blood of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit that, having with
my mouth received the holy Sacrament. | may by faith obtain and
eternally enjoy Your divine grace the forgiveness of sins unity with Christ,
and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way
Stand

The Dismissal
(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in
peace.
Amen.
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1+ give you peace.
Amen.

692 Praise to You and Adoration
Silent Prayer

Announcements

Acknowledgments
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Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
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Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing
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Prayer of the church is adapted from “Let us Pray” a service of the
Commission on Worship of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.



The Glad Spirit
G) St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church

September 21, 2025
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

ST1. PAUL’S FAMILY
Alexis McGrath

Tracy Middleton

Jacob Middleton

Travis Middleton

Tina Morse

BIRTHDAYS

Dana Krieger, 9/25
Louis Sella, 9/25

Alec Schassburger, 9/26

BAPTISM ANNIVERSARIES
Jean Wiltjer, 9/22
Melanie Hudson, 9/26

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Brian & Gloria Wiltjer, 9/23

SPECIAL CONCERNS

Pray for Janice Abel, Dean Bloom, Sandy Bodza, Sondra Budde,

Jay Carey, Pastor Collins, Carmen Dampier, Judy Diekleman,

Shirley Emerick, Latricia Harris, Ed Hoeksema Jr., Chester Orendorff,
Violet Rich, Bill Sommer, Dolly Tagenhorst, Warren &

Chris Van Mynen, Jean and Gene Wiltjer, Ray and Madelaine Zander.

Serving in the Military — Austin Brandy, Jessica Calderon-Phillips,
Dakoda Gaut and Nathan Lopez.

Serving as First Responders — David Allen, Dave Bloom,
Nathan Conway, Brianne Giba, Melanie Hudson, Brian Orth,
Dana Tatgenhorst, Taylor VanDommelen and Dan Zander.

Receiving Hospice this past week — Jay Carey



NEWS UPDATE

Contact the office to share a personal testimonial about what God has
done for you. Or original art that is inspirational or humorous to the artist.

St. Paul Book Club will meet on Wednesday October
8™ at 10:00 am, to review James by Percival Everett.
We always welcome new members. We enjoy
fellowship and lunch following the discussion.

Christ For You the week of September 21* on KFUO.org: We're
continuing our study "Majoring in the Minors" on Sharper Iron (weekdays
at 8 a.m. CT)! This week, we'll study the book of Micah, covering
chapters 2-6. Tune in to Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11 a.m. CT) as
we study the return of God's people from exile. This week, we are
wrapping up our study with a look at Nehemiah 10-13. Stay tuned for our
next TSW study on the Gospel of Matthew! Don't forget to join us this
Saturday (9/27 at 10 a.m. CT) for Concord Matters. Pastor Finnern will be
taking us through Part 2 of our study of the 8th commandment in the
Large Catechism. Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or
in the KFUO Radio app!

The Week of September 21* Nicene Creed Series... Issues, Etc. is a
radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in
Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. You can listen
to a series of interviews with Pastor Timothy Winterstein, author of the
new book “Worshipped & Glorified: A Study of the Nicene Creed” at
issuesetc.org/nicenecreed.

Pancake
Rxeakfg,. September 28™

After the Worship Service

N

“Good things take time. Your smiles, your encouraging words, your time
and talents donated for pro-life work done in Christ are sure to be
effective, even if you can’t immediately see the effects.” Marie
MacPherson, author — A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life ¢
lutheransforlife.org




he Dishonest Manager

"Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted
with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will
also be dishonest with much." Luke 16:10 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on Luke 16:1-13 (NIV).

QDI SHONESTKZIJITIR
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HAQI UQVWEALTHTEY
MELSPWELCOME®SBJV
SERVE LIGHT JOB SHREWD ASHAMED
WELCOME ~ WORLDLY  STRONG HATE MANAGER
LOVE WEALTH DIG RICH BEG
GAIN PEOPLE ACCOUNT  WASTING MASTER
TRUST MONEY PROPERTY  DEBTORS  DISHONEST
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN ACTION

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS

: September 14™ Attendance 18, 18 Communed
Envelopes $590.00 Weekly Missions $10.00

General Fund 250.00 Church Maint 10.00
Social Ministry 25.00

Budgeted Total 840.00 Non-budgeted Total ~ $45.00

Offering Needed 1,423.00

Short $-583.00

(% THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

9:30 am  Worship Service
Today 10:30 am Coffee &...
10:45am Council Meeting

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday 9:30 am  Worship Service
10:30 am Pancake Breakfast
SERVANT SCHEDULE
Sun, Sep 21, 9:30 AM Sun, Sep 28, 9:30 AM
Pastor Pastor Rock Pastor Klein
Lay Reader Micci Orth Norma Allen
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